Got a problem? 


The Employee Advisory Ser- 
vice, funded by Civil Service, is 
a referral service which covers 
family, employment, drug and al- 
cohol abuse problems. 

Trenton: 609-292-8543 

Newark: 201-648-3832 
[ Hammonton: 609-561-7201 
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Department awards $162 million in contracts 


Governor Thomas H. Kean and Commissioner 
John P. Sheridan Jr. announced that NJDOT 
awarded 84 contracts totalling $162 million between 
January 4 when the road construction moratorium 
was lifted and the end of August. 


The Governor and Commissioner also announced 
that bids on 11 additional.contracts totalling $23.5 
million have been received and will be awarded by 
the end of October and that bids were received on 
seven projects in September. : 


A moratorium on awarding road construction con- 
tracts until the Department's fiscal situation was re- 
solved was announced on November 21, 1982 and 
was lifted on January 4 when passage of tax pro- 
grams at state and federal levels enabled the De- 
partment to proceed with work on critical projects. 


“Some of these projects have the highest priority,” 
states Transportation Commissioner John P. 
Sheridan Jr., “and they not only will lead to safer and 
less congested highways in New Jersey, but also will 
provide jobs for many of our citizens.” 


Contracts for many projects that have been 
awarded this year and are now under construction 


—Extension of Interstate 295 a distance of 1.3 
miles from north of Kuser Road to south of Arena 
Drive in Hamilton Township, Mercer County ($16 
million). 


—Grading for Interstate Route 78 from east of 
Glenside Road to west of Glenside Avenue in 
Berkeley Heights Township and Summit, Union 
County ($12.7 million). 


—Safety improvements on Interstate Route 95 
from the U.S. Route 46 interchange to Fletcher Av- 
enue in Ridgefield Park, Leonia, Fort Lee, Teaneck 
and Englewood, Bergen County ($6.4 million). 


The Department recently awarded a $20.5 million 
contract for construction of a new Route 130 bridge 
and its approaches over the Rancocas Creek in 
Delran and Willingboro Townships, Burlington Coun- 
ty. Work on this project should begin this Fall. 
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include: 


—Extension of the Route 55 Freeway 1.9 miles 
from the Route 42 Freeway to north of Cooper Street 
in Deptford Township, Gloucester County ($20.5 


million). 


—Widening, resurfacing and drainage improve- 
ments on Route 41 in Cherry Hill and Maple Shade 
Townships, Camden and Burlington Counties ($5.1 


million). 


Governor Thomas H. Kean congratulates John Zambella as his wife, Donna (Legal 
Services/Transportation) and son, Andrew, look on. 


drainage system being installed on the construction site of 
Route 55 in Deptford Township. 
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Peggy Micai watches as husband Robert receives his award from Governor Kean and 


Commissioner John P. Sheridan, Jr. 


Kean presents awards to Zambella, Micai 


Governor Thomas H. Kean presented 
DOTers John Zambella and Robert Micai 
with heroism and _ professional ac- 
complishment awards respectively at a 
special ceremony last month. 


Zambella, a member of Region I's 
Maintenance Crew #168, was setting 
curb forms in May 1982 on Route 57 in 
New Village when a man ran out of a 
nearby bar-restaurant calling for help for 
a patron who appeared to be having a 
heart attack. 


Zambella and two co-workers raced 
into the restaurant where Zambella 
began cardio-pulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR) on the victim. He continued his 
efforts even after the rescue squad ar- 
rived, alternating with squad members 
trying to revive the man. 


Although efforts to revive the victim 
were unsuccessful, Zambella’s immedi- 
ate response to the crisis was brought to 


the attention of his supervisors by co- 
worker Alan Miller and he was nomi- 
nated for the heroism award by the De- 
partment. 


Zambella’s CPR techniques had been 
acquired in a Department training 
course. 


Micai, a project engineer in the Bureau 
of Maintenance, received a cash award 
of $2500 in addition to a Professional 
Accomplishment plaque for his research 
into and implementation of the use of 
wetted salt to help in ice and snow re- 
moval efforts statewide. 


Wetted salt, a mixture of liquid calcium 
chloride and sodium chloride, was used 
on New Jersey's roads last winter at 
substantial cost savings over previously 
used preparations. Using wetted salt 
also reduces the amount of storage 
space required, makes handling and ap- 
plication easier and quicker and reduces 
the dust levels left by other types of snow 


and ice removers. 


In making the recommendation for the 
award, it was noted that Micai “put a 


tremendous effort in making the pro- 
gram a success within a relatively short 
>. time.” 


McCallum receives YWCA award 


DOT's Carolyn S. McCallum was one 
of the recipients of the Trenton YWCA’s 
Women in Industry and Government 
award honored at a dinner held Septem- 
ber 29 at E.R. Squibb and Sons Head- 
quarters in Lawrenceville. 


McCallum, who is Director of the De- 
partment's Office of Policy Analysis and 
Governmental Affairs, was one of 33 
women who received the award. Besides 
analysis of legislation relating to trans- 
portation and the creation of new legis- 
lation, she acts as the Commissioner's 
liaison on legislative concerns. 


In addition, McCallum is the mayor of 
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Carolyn S. McCallum 


South Brunswick Township and has ser- 
ved for five years on its township com- 
mittee. 
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I-80 rest area hosts first visitors 


Bill Cramer, assistant foreman C/M, gives difections to a visitor at the recently opened 
Knowlton rest area, located seven miles from the Pennsylvania border on Interstate 
80. Toby Levy, resident engineer on the project, points out that in addition to comfort 
facilities and telephones, the location affords a spectacular view of the Delaware Water 


Gap. 


Streetcars of the future 


Headquarters Building DOTers were startled to see a mint-condition streetcar com- 
plete with mahogony benches and solid brass spiral rails parked out front. The hybrid 
streetcar/bus blends modern manufacturing techniques with turn-of-the-century art 
and industry. The reproduction is mounted on a modern, heavy-duty chassis, built 
to last 12 to 15 years and 500,000 miles of service. Chance Coach, Inc. has manufac- 
tured the vehicle for San Antonio, TX. Chance representative Joseph Diehl was on 
hand to point out its details to Commissioner John P. Sheridan Jr. 


Public, private officials 
study developing corridors 


The Department's planning staff has 
been encouraging the participation of 
local governments and the private sector 
in studies of those corridors where in- 
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tense development is in progress or an- 
ticipated in the near future. 

The Route 1 Advisory Committee is 
composed of NJDOT representatives 
and local government and corporate of- 
ficials from the municipalities and com- 
panies which line Route 1 between Tren- 
ton and New Brunswick. 

The group will focus on those improve- 
ments to the roadway which will be of 
most benefit to both the private sector 
and the traveling public and which can 
be accomplished within existing fiscal 
constraints. 

A similar study has begun in the 
Meadowlands area. This effort involves 
the New Jersey Sports and Exposition 
Authority, the Meadowlands Chamber of 
Commerce, the Hackensack Meadow- 
lands Development Commission and 
NJDOT. 

The New Jersey Turnpike Authority 
and the Port Authority of New York-New 
Jersey have also been invited to partici- 
pate in the study of ways to ease traffic 
problems on Route 3 between the Gar- 
den State Parkway and the Lincoln Tun- 
nel. Part of the study will cover ways to 
encourage increased ridesharing and 
public transit use in the area. 


(aAMS-ACTIONS 


September 19 saw the opening of the 
newly-constructed George Street ramp 
at Bishop Place in New Brunswick. It 
opens onto Route 18 Freeway south- 
bound. 


* * 


James A. Crawford, acting Assistant 
Commissioner for Transportation Ser- 
vices, was the keynote speaker at the 
quarterly meeting of the National As- 
sociation of Vanpool Operators on Sep- 
tember 22. 

The topic of his luncheon remarks was 
commuter problems in the 1990's. 


Commissioner John P. Sheridan Jr. 
represented Governor Thomas H. Kean 
in giving the welcoming address at the 
business meeting and professional pro- 
gram of the Northeast Chapter of the 
American Association of Airport Ex- 
ecutives at the Governor Morris Inn in 
Morristown in September. 

The chapter celebrated its 25th an- 
niversary during the meeting that ran 
from September 15-18. Arlene Butler 
Feldman, NJDOT Director of Aero- 
nautics, presided over the panel dis- 
cussion entitled, “Your Airport & Tour- 
ism.” 


Lack of state match could 
dim gas tax hopes 


In an article for the premier issue of 
the magazine, The Bottom Line, Com- 
missioner John P. Sheridan Jr. de- 
scribes the outlook for transportation in 
New Jersey as “the brightest it hassbeen 
in decades.” 

But he went on to note that now, more 
than ever, the Department of Transpor- 
tation needs a stable source of funding 
to provide the matching state funds re- 
quired to obtain the millions of federal 
dollars available under the Surface 
Transportation Assistance Act of 1982. 

The magazine published by Municipal 
Financial Officers’ Association contains 
articles and features on the financial 
aspects of municipal government. 

In his article, the Commissioner cites 
several factors as contributing to the op- 
timistic outlook for transportation in New 
Jersey, chiefly in the area of improved 
financial support. 

They include the additional millions of 
dollars available from the federal gas tax 
proceeds under the Surface Transpor- 
tation Act of 1982; the retention of the 
de-designation funds from Interstate 95 
and other abandoned interstate projects; 
the potential use of independent toll road 
authorities’ resources in a coordinated 
statewide transportation system and the 
proposed restructuring of the operations 
of the Port Authority of new York and 
New Jersey for capital construction pro- 
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plete; bridges to rebuild and replace and 
we still do not have a stable, on-going 
source of funds with which to get the job 
done. 

The Governor and | are continuing to 
work toward establishing a stable fund- 


ee 


Marketing program hits all hours 


jects in the Port District. 

Topping the series of favorable cir- 
cumstances for New Jersey is the fact 
that Governor Thomas H. Kean has 
made transportation a priority of his ad- 
ministration’s economic recovery pro- 
gram, the Commissioner said. 

He noted that during the four-year life 
of the federal gas tax legislation New Jer- 
sey will be eligible for nearly $2 billion in 
federal funds. But at least $130 million a 
year in state funds to match all the avail- 
able federal dollars will be needed. 

The Infrastructure Bank proposed by 
Governor Kean could provide a stable 
source of funding to assure the avail- 
ability of state funds to match all the fed- 
eral dollars, Sheridan said. 

After providing matching funds re- 
quired for federal dollars, he said, a por- 
tion of the capital raised through the 
bank's transportation revenue program 
would be available to counties and mu- 
nicipalities for local road projects. 

“These funds would be used to finance 
Programs now dependent on federal 
funds” Commissioner Sheridan said. 
“Removal of these projects from the fed- 
eral program could eliminate many of 
the more onerous federal engineering, 
design and reporting requirements. This 
would result in a lower total project cost 
and less delay in completing these pro- 
jects.” 


ing source. | can assure you that the 
work the employees of this department 
have done in the last two years helps that 
cause. | thank you all for the efforts you 
have put forth and | urge you to continue 
doing the same outstanding job. 
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NJ TRANSIT’s first inflatable Jersey Cruiser billboard debuted this summer in 
Pennsauken. It's part of the agency’s statewide marketing program aimed at increas- 
ing ridership in both rush and off peak hours. 


DOT + Kids + Holidays 


We are planning a holiday page 
for the December edition of 


Transporter. Employees are in- 
vited to ask their school age chil- 


dren to send us either words or 
art (no more than one side of an 
8% x 11” paper) on any holiday 
theme. 

Write the child’s name and age 
and your name and work unit and 
phone number on the back side 


of each entry. Then mail to: 


December Transporter 
Room 156 

1035 Parkway Avenue 
Trenton, NJ 08625 


EXTRA: Why not send along a 
photo of you with your child(ren), 
too? Entries will be on display in 
the Headquarters Building and in 
regional offices. 
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Employes urged 
to help stem 
cafeteria losses 


Jim Snyder, chairman of the Head- 
quarters Cafeteria Committee, has re- 
quested that all employees be on alert 
for missing trays. Everyone is urged to 
check their offices and return the trays 
found to the cafeteria. 


Trays, salt and pepper shakers and 
ash trays are being removed from the 
cafeteria at an alarming rate and helping 
to reduce this costly loss will benefit em- 
ployees by keeping cafeteria prices 
reasonable. 

Employees wishing to carry food out of 
the cafeteria may ask the cashier for a 
disposable plastic tray. 


Bersch named 
Accounting head 


Ronald Bersch has been appointed Di- 
rector of the Division of Accounting and 
Auditing. He has been serving as acting 
director since June while Joseph A. 
Russo was on extended sick leave. 
Russo retired August 1. 

Bersch joined the Department in De- 
cember 1979 as Assistant Director. 
Before this, he served as auditor in the 
Certified Public Accountant firm of Wolf 
& Company. He had been employed by 
the State Auditing Division’s Office of 
Fiscal Affairs. 

Bersch holds a B.S. in Commerce Ac- 
counting from Rider College and is a 
licensed Certified Public Accountant in 
New Jersey. 


* * * 


New Jersey’s development of a special 
reflecting curb, in 7933, for use on high- 
way islands was an innovation that 
aroused a great deal of interest through- 
out the country by the early 1940s. 
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Recent retirees 


Joseph A. Russo, Director (Accounting 
& Auditing) 42 years; 

Stanley E. Roesing, Truck Driver 
(Const. & Maint.) 37 years; 

Daniel A. Smith, Maintenance Worker II 
(Const. & Maint.) 37 years; 

Harold Beatty, Heavy Equipment Oper- 
ator (Const. & Maint.) 34 years; 

Walter Q. Hutchinson, Supervising En- 
gineering Aide (Data Base Generation) 
32 years 

Edward Leon Kerr, Equipment Operator 
(Const. & Maint.) 31 years; 

James E. Schmidt, Heavy Equipment 
Operator (Const. & Maint.) 30 years; 
William G. Thacker, Construction Re- 
pairer | (Const. & Maint.) 28 years; 

Ira Mautner, Assistant Foreman (Const. 
& Maint.) 23 years; 

Robert H. Foy, Truck Driver (Const. & 
Maint.) 22 years; 

Alexander F. Wozniak, Senior Engineer, 
Materials (Const. & Maint.) 18 years; 
Carmelo Greco, Equipment Operator 
(Const. & Maint.) 14 years; 

Paul D. Flores, Jr., Truck Driver (Const. 
& Maint.) 10 years; 

Charles N. Harrison, Maintenance 
Worker | (Const. & Maint.) 10 years. 


OBITUARY 


Joseph Consentino, 56, of West 
Paterson died on September 3. He was 
a DOT electrical inspector before his re- 
tirement in 1981. 


Surviving are his wife, Elisa; a son, 
Joseph Jr., and a daughter, Valerie. 


Firefighters! 


Debra Buckley, new (temporary) assis- 
tant foreman of Maintenance Crew 316 


briefs 


+. 


in the Lawrenceville Yard (Region III). 
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Paul (Civil Rights) and Regine Smith 
welcomed their second daughter, Sidney 
Lauren, on July 9. 
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Mitchell Zajac (Special Investigator) is 
showing photography and antique cam- 
eras in the Hamilton Township Library 
during November. 


kok 


Bruce Casaboom, project engineer, 
has replaced Samuel C. Whitehead as 
assistant to the Chief Engineer, Design 
Division 
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The work of Region IV’s line striping 
Crew 445 was featured on CHannel 6’s 
late news program on September 29. 
Don Pollack rode with DOT highway 
marker Robert Phillips along |-295 in 
Barrington. 

According to foreman Charles Koehler 
who assisted the tv folks, DOT uses ap- 
proximately 39,000 gallons of paint a 
year along the 1,000 miles of lines in the 
region, averaging 330 feet per gallon. 

Viewers were also asked to protect 
their vehicles by being alert to wet lines 
when the work is in progress. 


Woman chooses 
maintenance 


Debra Buckley could possibly be the 
first NJDOT woman to deliberately carve 
out a career in maintenance oper- 
ations—and succeed at her goal. 

Transporter first reported on the 
Ewing resident in early 1980 when she 
was the Department's first and only 
female truck driver, having passed the 
Civil Service truck driver examination 
and seven weeks of equipment training. 

Buckley was recently named assistant 
foreman in Lawrenceville Yard’s Main- 
tenance Crew 316. She was one of about 
a half dozen employees who were inter- 
viewed for the position. Former College 
Farm foreman Gene Murdza has re- 
placed retiree Dave Peacock as her fore- 
man. 

“| was hoping to better myself, but | 
was pretty nervous during the interview 
in front of all those men,” she said. What 
may have helped Buckley’s appointment 
is that she successfully passed a recent 
Yard Foreman examination and has 
taken a training course in supervision. 
What remains is for her to do well in the 
assistant foreman examination. 

The quiet-spoken woman said that she 
has never held an indoor job and likes 
the outdoor environment and_ the 
camaraderie of a maintenance crew. She 
assists Murdza in supervision, routine 
road checks, scheduling patching, guide 
rail and fence repair, and litter removal 
along roads such as Routes 1, 206 and 
295 in Region Ill. 

She met some negative reaction as a 
result of her promotion, Buckley said, 
but shrugged her shoulders at its in- 
evitability. Most members of Crew 316 
are in their mid-20s, as she is, and have 
supported the upward mobility of one of 
their own. 

Buckley's husband, Donald (a sign 
fabricator in Fernwood), and her two 
young sons keep her just as busy after 
hours, one of NJDOT’s newest assistant 
foremen said. 


Rookie lab team wins softball finals 


Lab, a new team, won the playoffs in the informal, 21-team 
Trenton area DOT slow pitch softball league this summer. In 
the playoff finals, Warren Wentzel Jr. hit a triple and home 
run and Warren Wenizel Sr. was the winning pitcher as the 
Lab team defeated Data Processing Il, 15-6. Photographed 


celebrating after the game were, back row: Ralph Cray, Ron 
Cray, Warren Wenizel Jr., Mike Wilson, Warren Wentzel Sr. 
and Mike Ribavaro; front row: Fred Lovett, Alf Mandola, Bill 
Wentzel, Scott Seabridge, Jose Padilla. Missing from the 
photo are Frank Stia and Mark Gagnon. 


Call 609-292-3562 and tell us about 
your involvement. 
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37 employees celebrate 30 years of service 


Gibson, 
Civil Rights 


John A. Gibson, a field representative 
for Civil Rights, has had a varied career. 

He joined the Department in 1953 as 
a laborer and worked on construction 
projects until 1960 when he transferred 
into the mail unit where he served as a 
courier for ten years. 


John A. Gibson 


In 1970, Gibson became a chauffeur 
and spent the next eight years driving the 
Commissioner and his staff throughout 
New Jersey and neighboring states. 

In 1978 he transferred to the Office of 
Civil Rights. As a field representative in 
the compliance unit, Gibson tours con- 
struction projects to ensure that contrac- 
tors comply with the affirmative action 


programs 
forward 


Our Department has been through 
some very tough times in recent years 
with fiscal crises, work force reductions 
and what, at least at times, seems more 
than our fair share of public criticism. 

These difficult circumstances of the re- 
cent past make the accomplishments of 
this Department even more remarkable 
than they might otherwise be. 

The dimensions of this success are 
best illustrated in several statistics 
which, | believe, reflect the outstanding 
efforts put forth by individual employees 
in the Department of Transportation. 

The first of these statistics is the 
nearly 225% growth in the Depart- 
ment’s highway program between 1980 
and the $451 million target we have 
projected for the current fiscal year. 

The employees involved in building 
our program from its $220.5 million 
level of 1980 to the $451 million level 
we plan to achieve this fiscal year 
know better than anyone the effort it 
has taken. 

These figures which include right of 
way, design and construction activities 
indicate to me that the employees in this 
Department are doing their best to main- 
tain and expand New Jersey's transpor- 
tation system. 

Governor Kean has made a commit- 
ment to increase economic development 
in our state. He has made it clear that our 
highway transportation system is an 
absolutely essential element to New Jer- 
sey’s economic growth. 

The second statistic that reflects the 
success of the Department is shown in 
the tremendous improvement that has 
taken place since 1980 in the Depart- 
ment’s ability to obligate federal high- 
way funds as reported by the FHWA. 

While there are a wide variety of fac- 
tors that contribute to New Jersey’s 
ability to obligate funds especially 
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requirements spelled out in DOT con- 
struction contracts. Gibson said he has 
been happiest in his present position be- 
cause it “offers both field and office 
work,” 

Gibson and his wife, Agatha, have five 
children. Four sons range in age from 
Noel, 25, a recent Trenton State gradu- 
ate, to Kenneth, 10. They have one 
daughter, Andrea. 

Gibson is up every morning at 5:30 to 
begin his 45 minute run and he has re- 
cently taken up tennis at the urging of his 
children who are avid tennis players. 


Thomas, Travel 
Projections 


George Thomas, Chief of the Bureau 
of Travel Projections, can tell you what 
the future holds. However, he doesn't 
use a crystal ball. 

“Our bureau uses population projec- 
tions and other available statistics to pro- 
ject traffic volumes on a highway, usually 
20 years in the future,” he said. 

With the aid of his staff of 12, Thomas 
assists highway planners and designers 
in deciding how many lanes a highway 
should have in order to handle future 
traffic demands. 

“Ray Dasch, a former DOT Director of 
Information Services, used to call us the 
‘blue sky’ unit,” he recalls, “however, we 
really don’t pull statistics from the air.” 

Thomas entered state service as an 
assistant engineer for the Traffic Safety 


John P. 
Sheridan Jr. 


when measured against less de- 
veloped states, it is worth noting that 
in June 1980 and June 1981 we ranked 
49th among the states in obligating 
funds. This past June our ranking was 
35th, another clear indication of the ef- 
fort being put forth by DOT employees 
in every area of the Department. 

As a result, this Department no longer 
can be criticized in the media as it often 
has been in the past for “sitting on 
millions of dollars of unused federal 
highway funds.” 

This is an accomplishment of which we 
all can and should be proud. But we 
should not let it stop there. The task fac- 
ing this department today is at least as 
challenging as it ever has been. 

We have missing links in the interstate 
and the state highway system to com- 

(continued on page 2) 
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George Thomas 


unit of Motor Vehicles. He transferred to 
DOT in 1955 and advanced through the 
ranks, becoming Chief of Highway Plan- 
ning in 1971. His bureau’s name 
changed several times during Depart- 
ment reorganizations. It is now part of 
the Division of Data Base Generation. 

A graduate of Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute, Thomas holds a degree in man- 
agement engineering. Prior to his state 
service he spent three years in the U.S. 
Army. 

Thomas and his wife, Joan, live in 
Ewing Township and have two children, 
Michael and Jeanne. 

He lists photography and oil painting 
as his hobbies and devotes much spare 
time to working at Trinity Cathedral in 
Trenton. In discussing his photography, 
Thomas is quick to explain that he does 
not just take snapshots and likes work- 
ing on his art in his own darkroom. 


They’ve served 
for 30 years 


This month the Transporter honors 
those employees who are celebrating 
their 30th anniversary of state service 
during the second half of 1983. Due to 
delays in obtaining the awards, the 
actual presentation of the service awards 
may be delayed for several months. 


Equipment 
Paul Adams 
George Arnold 
Raymond Ladd 
Charles Ross 
Henry Smith 


Construction 
Orville Abbott 
John Aneskewich 
John Archibald 
Clifford Chichester 
John Corallo 
Norman Deroche 
Eugene DiDonna 
Modestino Ferraro 
Thomas Hornick 
Irwin Lawler 
Frank Marchetti 
John Nettleton 
Ralph Newman 
Raymond Pihs 
Douglas Sailey 
Frank Scarpati 
Watson Siedlecki 
Frank Spinozzi 
George Weger 


Design 

Charles Britton 
Marshall Cradock 
William Guhl 
Edmund Skwara 
Data Base 
George Thomas 


Local Aid 
Russell Brown 


Accounting 

Alan E. Curtis 
Civil Rights 

John Gibson 
Right of Way 
Sebastian Fraulino 
Plant Engineering 
Casimir Klek 
Central Services 
George White 


Electrical Operations 
George DeStefano 


itaretaté work is in progress 


A retaining wall goes up on I-78 in Berkeley Heights. 
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